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Europe for Citizens grant: 77 750€

Measure 1.1: European Remembrance

Project title:
Preserving memories about and of the 
victims of Soviet and Nazi crimes impriso-
ned in Patarei Merekindlus

Applicant:
Estonian War Museum (Estonia)

Duration:
1/9/2014 – 29/02/2016

Partners from:
Estonia, Finland and Denmark

1.1 European Remembrance
Preserving memories about and of the vic  ms 
of Soviet and Nazi crimes imprisoned in
Patarei Merekindlus

Good Practice for Good Citizenship TextContour.indd   6Good Practice for Good Citizenship TextContour.indd   6 2015-09-21   10:20:012015-09-21   10:20:01



7

Good Practice for Good Citizenship TextContour.indd   7Good Practice for Good Citizenship TextContour.indd   7 2015-09-21   10:20:022015-09-21   10:20:02



8

2.1 Town Twinning
Involving = Gaining
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New contacts, new inter-
cultural connections, new 
acquaintances and new 
friendships always have 
added value – new know-
ledge and experience that 
can be useful in future. 
This Town Twinning pro-
ject was certainly inspira-
tional for the participants, 
the citizens and the public 
servants. It was heart-
warming to get feedback 
from one of them – the 
leader of a brass band 
from Estonia – who said 
that the event really 
made the orchestra happy 
and gave them new inspi-

ration, as they (a group of 
men aged 75+) had never 
had such an experience 
before.

The participants admit-
ted that such a positive 
experience from being 
involved in common ac-
tivities, meeting citizens 
from different countries 
and cultures fosters confi -
dence about each citizen’s 
role in the development 
of the community. It’s 
hard to underestimate the 
value of such an expe-
rience: positive emotions 
and memories are an 
investment in the fu-

ture and more willing and 
active participation in de-
mocratic decision-making 
processes at different 
levels.

As for the municipali-
ties, the representatives 
of the partners discus-
sed existing ties and laid 
down a plan for further 
cooperation. All in all, a 
great experience and an 
interesting project!

Laura Ārente
Project Specialist,
Rundāle Local Municipality Council

Good Practice for Good Citizenship TextContour.indd   9Good Practice for Good Citizenship TextContour.indd   9 2015-09-21   10:20:032015-09-21   10:20:03



10

2.1 Town Twinning
Safe and Sustainable Ci  zen Society
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When it comes to consu-
mers, the most important 
aspect in getting people 
involved is to offer clear, 
specifi c information and 
guidance that will help 
them live more healthily 
and provide better con-
ditions for their children. 
Since we are interested 
in improving the life and 
living conditions in our 
countries and in the EU as 
a whole, we need to act 
at the local level all over 
the EU. Working together 
gets you further than 

trying to solve all of your 
problems on your own.

Luckily our neighbours 
in the Nordics have expe-
rience in many areas that 
we can learn from, thus 
giving us the chance to be 
more effi cient and achieve 
good results. Even though 
at fi rst it might seem like 
a one-way exchange of 
knowledge, such coopera-
tion is actually mutually 
benefi cial. Our previous 
experience has clearly 
shown that it is possible 
to learn from everybody 

involved. For example, it 
is evident that the Baltic 
States have launched 
several initiatives and 
conducted studies that 
have produced very inte-
resting (and sometimes 
alarming) results that are 
also useful to our Nordic 
partners.

By joining forces we can 
help each other overcome 
diffi culties, share solu-
tions that have worked 
well and learn from 
failure.

Siim Espenberg
Chief Specialist in Business
Development, City of Tartu
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2.2 Network of Towns
Light in the City

Good Practice for Good Citizenship TextContour.indd   12Good Practice for Good Citizenship TextContour.indd   12 2015-09-21   10:20:062015-09-21   10:20:06



13

Jyväskylä is the City of 
Light in Finland. We have 
a lot of aesthetic lighting 
and a very broad fi eld 
of interests in the area 
of light: visually comfor-
table street lighting, a 
sustainable urban lighting 
system, new methods 
of purchasing only light, 
light events, light as a 
physical phenomenon 
and the psychological 
effect of light on humans. 
When sharing our vision 
we got a lot of valuable 

feedback and new ideas. 
We also think we brought 
our partner cities not only 
light, but also joy with our 
event!

We have learned that 
international projects re-
quire more time and pa-
tience. Working on them 
is slower than working on 
national projects. There 
are a lot of emails and 
phone calls. Due to diffe-
rent working methods and 
cultural differences it was 
sometimes diffi cult to be 

sure that everything was 
being organized the way 
you were used to. Com-
munication is a challenge 
when all of the members 
of the team are using a 
foreign language. But our 
team’s persistent work 
was highly appreciated by 
the participants and the 
feedback from them was 
overwhelmingly warm and 
kind. So it will be rewar-
ded in the end!

Annukka Larsen
City of Light Coordinator,
City of Jyväskylä

Photo: Private collection
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2.3 Civil Society Projects
Social capital development as a tool of youth 
civic par  cipa  on in Eastern Europe countries
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It’s an old truth that the 
youth are our future. Eu-
rope today is so different 
from what it was just a 
few decades ago. Eastern 
and Central European 
countries had to endure 
a political regime that did 
not allow participation in 
societal processes. Invol-
vement doesn’t happen 
overnight, which research 
shows quite well: young 
people in newer demo-
cracies in Europe are not 
as engaged in forming 
political and economic 
processes as their coun-
terparts in western parts 
of Europe.

We wanted to bring 
about a change in the 
current situation. To 
educate youth about 
civic engagement, social 
capital and trust-building 
is to invest in a socially 
responsible and involved 
society in the future. Buil-
ding up a higher level of 
engagement helps Europe 
to be more coherent and 
people to understand one 
another better.

After drafting the idea 
about our possible pro-
ject, Europe for Citizens 
seemed to be the pro-
gramme with which our 
idea fi tted best. I was 

surprised about the pro-
ject application process 
and approach because 
it is different from other 
programmes in a positive 
way. It is much simpler, 
and I also want to stress 
how huge the support has 
been from the National 
Contact Point in drafting 
and preparing the appli-
cation. Defi nitely a pro-
gramme to turn to with a 
project such as this.

Renāte Lukjanska
Project Coordinator and
Chairman of the Board,
Social Innovation Centre

a
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2.3 Civil Society Projects
Volunteering – Code of Ac  ve Ci  zenship
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We believe that volunte-
ering is an extraordinary 
expression of active EU 
citizenship – by giving 
one’s time for the bene-
fi t of others, volunteers 
serve their community 
and play an active role in 
our democratic society. It 
is an especially powerful 
way of developing citi-
zens’ commitment to and 
support for the society 
they live in. Besides, vo-
lunteering offers an opp-
ortunity for non-formal 
learning, for accumulating 
experience and know-
ledge and developing 
one’s abilities and skills. 
Fundamentally, volunteers 
are agents who promote 
European values and 
objectives.

In terms of internatio-
nal cooperation, inter-
cultural dialogue is very 
important. For example, 
in this project we have six 
European countries par-
ticipating with different 
contextual backgrounds 
in volunteering which is 
strongly infl uenced by 
history, culture and poli-
tical processes. Coopera-
tion is a great opportunity 
for project partners to 
not only promote volun-
teerism but also to share 
their best practice in 
volunteering and active 
citizenship. As our Italian 
partners remarked at the 
beginning of the project, 
knowing the reality in 
other countries gives a 
new impulse and ideas 

about how to improve 
volunteerism and encou-
rage people to actively 
participate in the project 
countries and Europe as 
a whole.

The Europe for Citizens 
programme has a special 
focus on volunteering and 
it was well-matched to 
our goal to enable citizens 
to participate in their 
community activities and 
to gain a greater sense 
of social responsibility. 
Volunteering starts in the 
community, but it’s only 
a small step away from 
intercultural engagement 
and civic participation at 
the EU level. Thanks to 
international collabora-
tion, we are able to ac-
hieve a greater impact.

Jolanta Vaičiūnienė
Director of the Municipal
Training Centre, Kaunas
University of Technology

aboab ut howhow too imimproprove
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2.3 Civil Society Projects
European Rural Parliament
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There might be differen-
ces in rural communities 
across Europe, but the si-
milarities are much more 
important. For instance, 
it is equally important 
everywhere to strengthen 
local development and 
identity, to create a 
dialogue with national 
representatives and to 
exchange knowledge and 
experience effectively. 
Strong local involvement 
in democratic proces-
ses makes it possible to 
infl uence policy-making at 
the national and European 
levels.

The parliament itself is a 
method, not an organiza-
tion. The goal is to create 
a meeting place for grass-
roots movements and 
decision-makers, men and 
women, young and old, so 
they can discuss on equal 
terms what really matters 
to rural associations. The 
event nurtures democratic 
processes and has its own 
‘soul’, achieved thanks 
to a real bottom-up ap-
proach. Its uniqueness 
must be preserved and 
developed.

A key factor in facili-
tating such a method 

is cooperation with and 
between established 
European rural networks 
such as Prepare (the Part-
nership for Rural Europe), 
ERCA (the European Rural 
Community Alliance) and 
ELARD (the European 
LEADER association for 
Rural Development). Their 
contact with rural move-
ments throughout Europe 
is a precondition for being 
able to implement a 
project of this scope. Suc-
cess defi nitely lies in good 
cooperation.

Lena Husén
Benefi ciary Coordinator
at Hela Sverige ska leva
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