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Short description of the
organization (max. 1200
characters)

Platypus is an NGO which strives to create a more
equal, tolerant and inclusive society. Its main focus is
on particularly marginalized and vulnerable groups,
above all LGBTI and refugees/asylum
seekers/migrants. These two groups were selected as
priorities because our treatment of these groups will
decide how will Croatia look like in the future - more
like Sweden or more like Viktor Orban's Hungary.

Platypus has been established by a group of young
people and youth workers with a long history of
volunteering and social activism in LGBTI and human
rights organizations. Platypus was set up because of
the dissatisfaction with the work of other LGBTI
organizations. Platypus sees LGBTI people as complex
individuals who are not defined only by their sexuality
and gender identity. Instead, these are curious beings
who wish to explore many other interests and passions.
Platypus' goal is to set up activities where LGBTI
youth can explore ecology and environmentalism,
religion, arts and other areas not related to LGBTI
issues in a safe and inspiring environment.
Furthermore, Platypus was created to build bridges
between LGBTI community and other groups. While
most other LGBTI NGOs are focused on working
exclusively with LGBTI people, Platypus tries to bring
the LGBT] perspective (the perspective of being
marginalized and vulnerable) to resolving problems of
other discriminated groups.
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Short description of the project
(aims, objectives, main activities,
target group, venues, expected
results) (max. 1500 characters)

The main objective of this project is to foster
debate on the Future of Europe after Covid 19, to
strengthen the interaction between citizens and
institutions and to promote a bottom up approach
to allow citizens to express their views on the EU
and influence policy-making decisions. Specific
objectives of the project are finding out how Covid
19 has changed citizens' views of the EU and
their priorities for the EU; increase the institutional
capacity of civil society organizations to involve
citizens into participating in the decision-making
processes on the EU-level; improve citizens'
understanding of EU values and institutions.

The main activities include:

1. training for key staff on the most effective
approaches and innovative instruments to
increase citizens' participation in debating the
future of Europe and on the methods of
connecting citizens with decision-makers in EU
institutions.

2. Three international labs on future of Europe to
create greener, smarter and fairer Europe.

3. Conference in Brussels - presenting the
conclusions to the EU institutions.

Local activities will include survey on citizens'
views of the EU and their priorities for EU policies
post Covid-19, online debates, webinars,
podcasts, art exhibitions on innovative solutions
for smarter, greener and fairer cities, citizens'
meetings with local decision-makers,
Facebook/Instagram competition on the most
innovative proposal for fairer, greener and/or
smarter Europe.

Expected outcomes include a publication on the
citizens views, Citizens Manifesto - policy
proposals for the future of Europe; increased
participation in the decision-making processes,
especially from citizens with no previous
engagement in civil life; improved positive EU
attitude. The project has an ambition to further
evolve as sustainable partnership of citizens and
civil society organizations aiming to advocate and
promote citizens oriented open government and
bottom-up decision making at the EU level.
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Timetable of the project 12 months.

Organise one international activity as hosting
organisation. Organise local activities to gather
opinion and ideas of citizens for the future of Europe.

Role / tasks of the partner
organization in the project

Civil Society Organisations, Libraries, Schools,
Student organisations, Developmental Agencies,
Public Institutes

Profile of the partners/ type of
organization

Austria, Germany, Italy, Spain, Sweden (other

Preferred countries (if applicable) countries are also possible partners)

Deadline for expression of interest | 24 July 2020




